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Countdown to War

m Crown Prince assassinated in the Balkans

m Serbian aggression causes Austria-
Hungary to invade Serbia

m Treaty obligations escalate the conflict

Russia joins the war to support its Slav
allies

Germany joins in support of Austria-
Hungary

France supports Russia and declares
war on Germany

Germany advances through Belgium to
attack the French

m Britain initially stands aloof but eventually
joins the fray

ON THE SIDE OF GERMANY AGAINST
FRANCE & RUSSIA

“The Great War of 189-” by
Admiral P. H. Colomb
Published in 1892

An example of
“Invasion
Literature”



Topics

m Introduction to Invasion Literature

m Who were the imagined enemies?

m What weaknesses / fears did the stories exploit
m New technologies of war

m The changing nature of war

m The motives for writing / publishing the stories

m Life imitating Art




So what is “Invasion Literature™?

m Fictional Stories set in near future

m Featuring one or more of:

- Invasion by an enemy
- Future war scenarios

- Espionage

m Sometimes written for commercial gain, but
more often written to highlight perceived
errors in government /military policy




What, to me, 1s not “Invasion Literature”

m Works of pure science fiction that don’t
relate to contemporary capabilities, fears
or aspirations

m Works set in the far distant future

m Speculative fiction of social unrest and
social change
The WAR of the WORLDS
By H.G.Wells

Author of “Under the Knife,” “The Time Machine,” etc.

m Fantasy stories

THE
UNKNOWN
TO-MORROW




Probably the only work of Invasion
Literature you might recognise ..............




The Riddle of The
Sands by Erskine
Childers (1903)
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‘And we aren't ready for her,’
Davies would say; 'we don't look
her way. We have no naval base
in the North Sea, and no North
Sea Fleet. Our best battleships
are too deep in draught for
North Sea work.’

m The BEST sailing novel ever
written

m The first modern SPY novel

m For most people, the only work of
Invasion Literature remembered
today

m A jolly good read

Chart of
JUIST, MEMMERT,
and part of
NORDERNEY.

to illustrate Chaps. xxl, xxii & xoxvil.
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In these shifting sands.
men can disappear
and their secrets

with them.
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When did Invasion Literature start?

The conventional answer is:

1871 with George Tomkyns Chesney’s
The Battle of Dorking




A history of the
sudden and
terrible
invasion of
England by the
French (1851)

" NISG EVENTE CAET TELIE RELDOWS BEMILE"

A HISTORY

SUDDEN AND TEREIBLE
INVASION OF ENGLAND

EY THE FRENCH,

IN THE MONTH OF NAY, 1853

R El i
T. BOSWORTH, 912 HEGENT ETREET

Many feared that military weakness
at home would invite attack from
abroad; and for the second half of
the 19C not a decade passed
without an alarm of some kind
about the dangers pressing upon
the nation. There were general fears
that the French might attempt an
invasion.

In order to demonstrate the
defenceless condition of the
country an anonymous author wrote
“A History of the Sudden and
Terrible Invasion of England by the
French in the Month of May, 1852” in
which the USA comes to England’s
aid when England is invaded by
France.

A genuine Invasion Literature novel
but a one-off example of the genre



When did it all really start? ........ 1871

m The Franco-Prussian War of
1870-1871 led to a strong
Germany and a weakened
France

m It upset the Balance of Power in
Europe

m Germany emerged as a new
powerful country and a strong
commercial competitor

m It became, for some, the new
potential enemy of Britain




The Battle of Dorking
by George Tomkyns
Chesney (1871)
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First published as a serial in Blackwood’s
Magazine, then as novel

Radicals and Liberals are unprepared for
war and have trust in the British Navy to
protect Britain against any attack

Britain is pre-occupied with colonial
troubles

[Germans] invade Holland & Belgium
Britain sends the fleet but is defeated
The Germans invade Britain

The professional German army defeats
British reservists

Moral of the Story:
-  Britain’s army needs strengthening

- We need to be aware of the threat
from Germany



The Battle of Dorking produced an avalanche
of copycat and follow up stories

Poat Fperet Jpr

THE BATTLE OF DOREING:

ERNINIECENCE OF & TOLUSTEER.

mrm wn sy e

THE TICTORT AT TUXERIDGE WELLS.

HEW YORE:
GEMRGE ROUTTLEDGE & S0N8,
il BROOME BTREET
1871,

Moltruhn, M. (1871) The
Other Side of the Battle of
Dorking

Anonymous (1871) Our hero:
or, who wrote “The Battle of
Dorking”

IHE
BATTLE OFF WORTHING ;

¥ THE INFADERS NEFES

AFTER

Maude, F.N. (1900) BATTLE OF DORKING;
The New Battle of PN -

Dorking WHAT BECAME OF THE INVADERS!
FTAIN ©F THE ROTAL NAY Beprindad (by Spesiai Pernsission) from

“THI TAXZFAFPER"
PR JULE

LOiN N
THE LONDON LITERARY SOCIETY,
76 STRAND.

LONDHN:
FUBLIBHED BY GEDRGE MADDICEK,

AT 1, SEON LiNE, FLEET STERET.

=1

Anonymous (1871) The
official despatches and
correspondence relative to Anonymous (1871) The Battle
the Battle of Dorking of Dorking: a Myth



Even Punch got into the act - 20th May 1871
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Even Punch got into the act - 20th May 1871

THE BATTLE OF DORKING.
' (See ** Blackwood” for May.)
Tnere’s a Tory alarmist article in Blackweod’s ne ;
It’s called the ** Battle of Dorking,” and has a great semsation ;
It’s put in the mouth of a Gran er, who describes what he has seen,
I England was invaded, and ceased to be a nation. '

War-Office and Admiralty may have their share of
bungle and blunder ;
ButJoax BuLL is not yet the brainless ass that Black-

wood’s t would make him ;
‘e-rgndi;ao cost of our Army’s strength, and of
But 3 the Bostish Lics s asleep, *twill ote
e 'S , ‘twi no jo
e prove no j




And then the presses started rolling .......

.

BATTLE OF PORT SAID,
The Messc| '

By A | DAWSON

THE WAR i
| THRILLING STORY
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- IN THE COCKPIT OF EUROPE

The: Eveningd Nows of Saarday, Sepiember 5
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fist Great; Naval War

AN HISTORIGAL RETROSPECT
BY

#A.NeLson SEARORTH.

|

CASSELL & COMPANY, LiMmiTEn:




Who Were Britain’s Perceived Enemies?

m Germany m Russia
- New upstart nation - Long-term distrust
- Powerful army and, — Threat to the India:
later, navy The Jewel of the British
- Seeking an empire Empire
- Commercially
I > Major m New Threats
competitor . .
- Asia: especially Japan &
China
m France - Anarchists
- Traditional enemy — [rish
- Weakened after the —  America

Franco-Prussian War

- Geographic proximity




The Threat from Germany in Invasion
Literature (1871-1914)

Published Items - German Foe 1906-8 German
30 Dreadnought Programme
1896 Kruger igt?\i'fs
25 1871 Birth of Telegram = "
risis
Modern
Germany 1898 Navy
20 Law
15 1899-1902
1871 Battle of Boer War
Dorking Copycats
) /
| I I
0 B B . .

1871-1875 1876-1880 1881-1885 1886-1890 1891-1895 1896-1900 1901-1905 1906-1910 1911-1914

Charts are based upon an analysis of 136 works selected from some 200 stories




The Threat from France in Invasion

Literature (1871-1914)

30

25

20

15

10

[¢2]

Published Items - French Foe

1898 Fashoda
Incident

1891-4 Franco-
Russian Alliance

\

1904 Entente Cordial

Anglo-French Tension over African Territories

Rk

1871-1875 1876-1880 1881-1885 1886-1890 1891-1895 1896-1900 1901-1905 1906-1910 1911-1914




A typical novel of the 1890s

The Great War
in England in
1897 by
William Le
Queux (1894)

IH ENGLAN

TCRE,AT WAR

Britain is invaded by coalition
forces led by France and Russia

English patriots fight on and
eventually turn the tide after
Germany enters the war on the
side of the British.

At the end of the story, Britain
seizes Algeria and Russian
Central Asia

Germany annexes more of
mainland France in addition to
Alsace-Lorraine

The British and German
empires become the dominant
forces of Europe.



The Threat from Russia in Invasion
Literature (1871-1914)

Published Items - Russian Foe

1905 Russia defeated in
Russo-Japanese War

1891-4 Start of Franco-
Russian Alliance

[

1907 Anglo-

Russian Entente

e — - e
“SAVE ME FROM MY FRIENDS!™

1878 — 1895 Russian aggression in
Asia despite various Anglo-Russian

10
agreements

1871-1875 1876-1880 1881-1885 1886-1890 1891-1895 1896-1900 1901-1905

- nnl Ili

1906-1910

1911-1914




The Threat from Asia in Invasion Literature
(1871-1914)

Published Items - Asian Foes

30
1905 Japan wins
25 Russo-Japanese War
1895 Kaiser invents 1900 Boxer Rebellion
phrase “Yellow Peril”
20

15

10

5 v

1871-1875 1876-1880 1881-1885 1886-1890 1891-1895 1896-1900 1901-1905 1906-1910 1911-1914




The threat from China & Japan

o

T Lo Rupert, G.G. (1911)
UG The Yellow Peril

\FELrsy

-_1_\;Iackay,"1_{m.—(1h 85’])_-“
I' 1 : The Yellow Wave
Shiel, M. P. (1898)
The Yellow Danger

M.P. Shiel
Jack London (1910) £ (1913) The
The Unparalleled Dragon E

Invasion® -
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The Threat from Anarchists in Invasion

Literature (1871-1914)

30

25

20

15

10

Published Items - Anarchists

Late 1880s-1890s Anarchists
from France & across Europe
seek exile in Britain

1894 Emile Henry
bombings

1893 Vaillant bombings

1892 Ravachol bombings

1871-1875 1876-1880 1881-1885 1886-1890 1891-1895

1894 Carnot

Assassinated

(President of France)

.
1896-1900 1901-1905 1906-1910

1911-1914




Hartmann The
Anarchist by
E.Douglas
Fawcett (1893)

The plot centres around a young
moneyed gentleman who aims to
stand for election as part of the
Labour party in the early 20th
century.

Through his associations with many of
London’s most prominent socialists
and anarchists, he encounters and
befriends Rudolph Hartmann and
‘goes along’ with Hartmann’s plan to
attack London using his airship The
Attila.




Britain’s island geography
provided security as long as

the British Navy had
dominance of the seas

But new technologies
threatened this:

- Torpedoes
- Submarines
— Airships

- Aeroplanes

Perceived Threats to Britain

Britain was dependent upon
free movement on the
oceans

- Not self-sufficient in
food

- Economy depended
upon international trade

Concern over foreigners in
the Merchant Navy

Army was relatively small
and widely spread over the
Empire



The story describes how Britain is in

Dcmger! by Sir need of getting up to date in its naval
Arthur Conan-Doyle preparations.
(S trand Magazine, A small country in Europe, Norland [?
July 191 4) Netherlands]), has been fighting

England. The Royal Navy destroys its
fleet. However, Norland has a naval
flotilla of submarines, which escape,
and which it uses to lay a naval
blockade around the British Isles, so
that no supplies can be landed.

The result is that the British start
suffering famine and end up
surrendering.

Seven “experts” who replied to Conan

S @Eﬂr{%”b‘ieioa”of Doyle’s idea in the same issue of The
apiain Jobn Sirids :
A CONAN DOYLE Strand Magazine all poured scorn on
~IRiEiraed A Fo ol som the story. Some of them even doubted

whether a civilized nation would use
such a barbarous weapon as
unrestricted submarine warfare.




When War Breaks Out by

H.A.Wilson & A.White
(1898)

Dependence upon foreign seamen in
Merchant Navy

m War breaks out between Great
Britain and the allied powers of
France and Russia

m Foreign seamen on British ships are
ordered by their governments to
refuse to cooperate in shipping
movements

The Decline and Fall of
the British Empire by
E.E.Mill (1905)

The Decline
and Fall of the
British Empire

fppainted far wis bn the

—Teipe, 2008—

m One of the identified weaknesses,

among many, of the British Empire is
its dependence on “alien” seamen.

m The novel quotes Lord Muskerry

speaking in a House of Lords debate
on the Merchant Shipping (Aliens)
Bill in 1905



The Invasion of 1910
by William Le
Queux (1906)

(aka. The Invasion & If
England Were Invaded)

ot nvasion
1910
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The novel was originally commissioned by
Lord Northcliffe as a serial which appeared in
the Daily Mail in 1906.

The story was rewritten to feature towns and
villages with high Daily Mail readership which
greatly increased the newspaper’s circulation
and made a small fortune for Le Queux.

It was translated into twenty-seven languages,
and over one million copies of the book edition
were sold.

The idea for the novel is alleged to have
originated from Field Marshal Earl Roberts,
who regularly lectured English schoolboys on
the need to prepare for war.

An initially successful invasion by Germany is
countered by a popular uprising and a
resistance movement which causes the
Germans to withdraw. However, after the war
Germany continues to occupy Belgium and the
Netherlands.



The Invasion of 1910 Lord Northcliffe launched The Invasion of

byWilliamLe || |70 e e
ue uniforms
Queux (1906) parading down Oxford Street, their
boards proclaiming imminent invasion.
(aka.The Invasion & If Each day thereafter, advertisements
England Were Invaded) advised which towns would be invaded

the following morning in the Daily Mail.
i 2 Success was overwhelming: newspapers
Lok ...E‘I'ﬂ'.huir;:.;t. sold out, again and again.

(1910
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The failure of the British government to prepare for a possible invasion is
repeatedly mentioned, as is the phrase “they should have listened to Lord
Roberts”, along with many references to Roberts’ patriotism. It is also pointed
out that the invasion might have been counteracted more easily if every able-
bodied man had had military training. Le Queux himself stated that one of his
aims was to “bring home to the British public vividly and forcibly what really
would occur were an enemy suddenly to appear in our midst”.




William Le
Queux
(1864-1927)

Wrote:

170 x novels/stories

21 x collections of short
stories

20 x non-fiction books

The most prolific author of Invasion Literature
& Spy Literature.

Works include:
0 The Great War in England in 1897 (1894)

0 If England Were Invaded / The Invasion
of 1910 / The Invasion (1906)

Spies of the Kaiser (1909)

The Unknown Tomorrow (1910)
The Zeppelin Destroyer (1916)
Secrets of the Foreign Office (1920)

U 0O 0 0O O

The Terror of the Air (1920)

He was almost single-handedly responsible
for Spy Mania in Britain prior to WW1



France and Russia.
National Review, Vol.
31, June 1898

—

J. N. Hampson
Great Britain vs.

THE Navy L EAGUE MaP

An award wining essay sponsored
by the National Review and the
Navy League to identify Britain’s
weaknesses in the case of war.

Impelled by the present ” wars
and rumours of wars,”’ and
actuated by a desire to locate
exactly Great Britain’s weakness,
and thus to prompt wise foresight
and provision by her naval
authorities, the Navy League and
the National Review joined in
offering a prize of £50 for the best
essay or story “giving a forecast of
the probable effect upon the
United Kingdom of an indecisive
war against two first-class Powers”.



rneNAVY LEAG UE
;n EMANDS £loooooo

The Navy League

The Navy League was formed in
1895 following public pressure
from Spenser Wilkinson, military
correspondent of the Manchester
Guardian, and with the support of
radical Liberals who were
concerned about the legacy of
Gladstone's apparent
unwillingness to increase naval
expenditure.

It argued the need for a well-
equipped navy as the best way of
securing and maintaining peace.
With a strong navy it would be
possible to avoid military
conscription.



Future Warfare

“The Land Ironclads” is a short
story by H.G. Wells that originally

The Land {:Ippeared in the Decembgr 1903
Iron C.la dS by issue of the Strand Magazine.
H G w ll It features “land ironclads,” 100-
. - WellS foot-long machines that are
(Sfrcmd Magazme, equipped with remote-
] 903) controlled guns and that carry
riflemen, engineers, and a

captain.

Riflemen are installed in cabins
slung around the main
framework and operate
automatic rifles.

The story contributed to Wells’s
reputation as a “prophet of the
future” when tanks first
appeared on the battlefield in
1916.




Future Warfare

The Green Curve &
Other Stories by
Sir Ernest Dunlop
Swinton (aka. O’le

Luk-Oie) (1909)

..-
1

+ "

P }

'_r_...: e
I E
o, 5
I
T

o
11y

The.. |
h-r-\ 4 : £ 7
anhg. AR

COLONEL E. D. SWINTON, CB. D50. |

Major General Sir Ernest Dunlop Swinton,
KBE, CB, DSO, RE (21 October 1868 — 15
January 1951) was a British Army officer
who was active in the development and
adoption of the tank during World War 1.

He was also a war correspondent and
author of several allegorical works of
fiction on military themes, including a
lastingly influential book on tactics and
good practice. He is credited with having
coined the word “tank” as a code-name for
the first tracked, armoured fighting
vehicles.

— e —

Royal Enginecrs.

The Strand Magazine, 1917



Future Warfare

The Trenches
by Capt. C.E.
Vickers
(Blackwood'’s
Magazine 1908)

BLACKWOOD'S
MAGAZINE

VOL. CLXXXIIL

JARNTARY —JUNE 1808

WILLLAM BLACEWOOD & S0HE, EHNEDRIH
i
IT PATEENDSTEL ROW, 1
|l.|'..
AL Bkt & Tronbatii it Rl it Subris

m A machine originally developed
for digging irrigation and pipe
laying ditches is modified to dig
trenches on the battlefield.

m The story describes the siege-like
stalemate that trench warfare can
get bogged down in.

THE TRENCHES.

BY 105.

“Thia remains the tactical problem of all ages, how to get men enou
together within efficient killing distance of their enemy.™
— War and the Werld's Life,’ p. 07,

“I wisH that organ would red tape which confined i
dry up! It puts me off like a belt, look through a
so that I can’t read this letter, write something, an
thing.” then throw the bundle into

“Yes,” responded Major big basket which stood
Swann ; “the first time it the floor by him. Majo
came and played ‘Sing me Swann seemed to have t
to Sleep’ outside here, it do with plans and drawin
seemed rather a jest. But rather, for there were man
the organ - grinder’s sense of rolls of them on his desk and
our must be getting leas




Future Warfare

The Shadow of
Glory: A History of
the Great War
1910-1911 by
Arthur Wellesley
Kipling (1910)

A German invasion and occupation
of Britain is countered by the use
of British airships attacking the
Germans. After France enters the
war, on Britain'’s side, Paris is
besieged but is supported by
airship.

Meanwhile, the Japanese use
aircraft to attack the American

navy.

WILLS'S CIGARETTES

FRENCH ZODIAC TYPE.

WILLS'S CIGARETTES:

GERNMAN MILITARY DIRIGIBLE
TCGROSS T IrPE.



In 1882 there was a rash of stories about invasion via
a Channel Tunnel
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Stories of Invasion via a Channel Tunnel

Cassandra (1876) The Channel Tunnel; or,
England’s ruin

Anonymous (1882) Submarina: or Green
Eyes and Blue Glasses

Berney, T. (1882) The battle of the channel
tunnel and Dover Castle and forts

Demure One, The (1882) The Battle of
Boulogne: Or How Calais Became English
Again

Grip (1882) How John Bull Lost London

Guthrie, T.A. (1882) The Seizure of the
Channel Tunnel

Vindex (1882) England Crushed

Forth, C. (1883) The Surprise of the Channel
Tunnel

Allen, FM. (1900) London’s Peril
Pemberton, M. (1901) Pro Patria
Wood,W. (1907) The Tunnel Terror

The scare stories regarding
invasion via a Channel
Tunnel helped create
security concerns over plans
for a tunnel.

Work on a tunnel had started
in 1880 but in 1882 the
Government called a hallt.




Britain assumed
there was a large
German spy
network in Britain

At the same time
Britain’s spying
efforts were trivial

Espionage

A climate of spy-hysteria dominated not only public
discourse in England in the period 1907-14, but also the
counsels of the War Office’s German intelligence
subsection.

They convinced themselves, on flimsy evidence, that the
few genuine German spies in England were only a small
part of a vast network doing advance work for the
German assault. Their self-delusion fostered public fear
and distrust of the Germans.

The nearly complete failure of British military
intelligence to alert Britain to German preparations for
World War I, including the possibility of Germany’s
invading Great Britain, was due to the extraordinary
restraints placed on British spies and intelligence
services. They were limited to answering specific
questions, which were not often relevant to pertinent
information.



Espionage

Edward Grainger]

The Spies of the
Wight by Headon
Hill [Francis

(1899)
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Headon Hill’s The Spies of the Wight,
was the first full-length account of
German agents at work in the United
Kingdom and an early indication that
Germany had taken the place of
France as the enemy in tomorrow’s
war.

The notorious Kruger telegram of 3
January 1896 was read as a hostile act
against the United Kingdom; and the
new German fleet, sanctioned by the
Navy Law of April 1898, suggested to
many that the two nations had started
a collision course.

Feelings of anger and contempt, once
reserved for the French, are now
concentrated on ‘certain dirty little
games of the German Emperor
himself’, as the hero is briefed for his
secret mission.



Espionage

The Riddle of The m Two British small boat sailors
S& nds bY Erskine encounter secret German
. reparations for an invasion
Childers (1903) of England

m Even though they suspect the
Germans of no good, they
have ambivalent attitudes to

spying




Espionage

Spies of the Kaiser.
Plotting the Downfall
of England by
William Le Queux
(1909)

[ SPIES OF THE }

KAISER

PLOTTING THE DOWNFALL
OF ENGLAND

William Le Quenx
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LEON KARFF'S ROLU'GH DRAWING OF THE NEW BRITISH SUBMARINE.
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Spies of the Kaiser was published in 1909,
and raised spy mania to new extremes.
Again, Le Queux’s fantasies had their
popularity massively boosted by the Daily
Mail’s hype machine. And again the story
was presented as non-fiction.

British suspicions of Germany reached its
high-water mark upon publication of Spies
of the Kaiser. Teeming with authentic and, if
not evidence, at least well researched
incidental detail, Spies of the Kaiser
chronicled the discovery of all manner of
German espionage activities, ranging from
surveillance of England’s coastal defenses
to attempted thefts of plans for advanced
battleships, submarines, and airplanes.

To lend further credibility to the narrative,
Le Queux noted in the introduction: “As I
write, I have before me a file of amazing
documents, which plainly show the feverish
activity with which this advance guard of
our enemy is working.”




Secret
Intelligence

Service — MI6

1909

“In the early 1900s, the British
government was increasingly
concerned about the threat to its
Empire posed by Germany’s
Imperial ambitions. This led to
scare stories of German spies
and even the Director of Military
Operations was convinced that
Germany was targeting Britain.
These rumours proved to be
overblown, but the Prime Minister,
Herbert Asquith, reacted to
popular concern. He ordered the
Committee of Imperial Defence
to look into the matter and they
established a Secret Service
Bureau in July 1909.”

SECRET
INTELLIGENCE
SERVICE "/



Many of you will be familiar with a
German occupation of London in
Counter-Factual or Alternative Histories

ROBERT

i

DEIGHTON

From the bestselling author of Winter in Madrid
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When William Came:

A Story of London Under.
the Hohenzollerns

by Saki (H.H.Munro)
(1913)

\HEN WILLIAM (AME

HICMUNRO (SAKT)

London Social Life under
German Occupation

WHEN It
WILLIAM CAME
A STORY OF LONDON UNDER
rHE HOHENZOLLERNS
BY H. H. MUNRO (“SAKL™)

LOKDON JOHE LAKE THE MODLZT EEAD I
HEW FORK JOHN LANE COMPANY
TORGHTO HELL & COCKNTRN  ROCMOOTY




Invasion Literature, like any successful
genre, created its own satirical sub-genre

At 20
M 13, 1910 THE SKETCH. "3 Mav 15, 1910 THE SKETCH. - Gt THE 'SKETEH, 4
: " Hm Tag! Dic D R !
Hm Tag! Dic Deutschen TRommen ! Hm Tag! Die Deutschen TRommen ! . g ¢ Deutsche Rommen (Very)
INCIDENTS OF THE COMING CERMAN INVANION OF ENGLAND; BY HEATH ROBINSOM,
INCIDENTS OF THE COMING CERMAN INVASION OF ENGLAND; BY MEATH ROBINSON. ANCIDENTS OF THE COMING GERMAN INVASION OF ENGLAND; BY MEATH ROBINION,

5 s e Bt b4 i B dnseson o Tagliad Ve Gommany St Mo, Mook Bbises's i et Bt o e drershd b e 4 b o Enghand 19
o o s, Mo b by i S ke e pebded fhs ek Sabiorh wib sows sat s bl st e siatby s fmur dinthmen 1 fhe

Heath Robinson (1910)




The Swoop or
How Clarence
Saved England —
P.G.Wodehouse
(1909)

— — —
_BY i
FG“WUDE?[CIUSE
ILwsTRATED (|
Sy
C Harsican

ALSTow RIVERS

England is invaded by a mixture of
Russians under Grand Duke Vodkakoff,
the Germans under Prince Otto of
Saxe-Pfennig, the Swiss Navy, the
Monegasques, a band of Moroccan
brigands under Raisuli, the Young
Turks, the Mad Mullah from
Somalialand, the Chinese under Prince
Ping Pong Pang, and the Bollygollans in
war canoes.




Not just literature, but theatre as
well .... ‘An Englishman’s Home’ caused a sensation

. 3 in London when it appeared in 1909. It first
AI! Engllsman S played at Wyndham’s Theatre on 27 January
Home by Guy

and went on to be a long-running success.
Du Maurier The story concerns an attack on England by
an unnamed foreign power, generally
( 1 909) assumed to represent Germany.

The home of an ordinary middle-class family

AN ENGLISHMAN'S HOVE. is besieged by soldiers, and the play

THE PLAY OF THE HOUR.
WHY PEOPLE ®USH TO SEE IT.
From Our Own Correspondent.)

LONDON, February b.

1t is many years since a piay prodaced
in London has created the furore of “An
Englishman's Home,” Bvery seat bas
been booked for months ahead. Cabinet
Ministers come down to the House beg-
ging for a “return ticket.” Lvery news
paper is publishing special articles upon
the drama. Mr. Wiliamson purchased
the Australian rights within a week of
its production. Provincial and American
managers are offering large sums for the
privilege of production. Thowe whe dre
mterested in the play—the m.um‘i-t. the

author, and the producer —are certamn to
gu away with fortumes. Why: That is a
problem which no one has yet ~'-|\._~d
Ihere is wo “star” in the cast. The

scenery 1s not of startling origivality or
beauty The author was uasnown untud
yesterday, when he was revealed to be a
raw amateur—Major Du Maurier, a son
of the famous “Punch” artist, and a
brother of the well-knowu actor, whe be-
came famous as the stage Raffles. There
was no particular fuss made before the
opening wvight. Why the instantaneous
SUCCEss *

climaxes with the father shooting an enemy
officer and subsequently being executed.
The play stressed Britain’s unpreparedness
for attack, and has been credited with
boosting recruitment to the Territorial Army
in the years immediately before World War I.

“ CURSE THEM » CURSE THEM ALL!"



A Nation in Arms
by B.S. Townroe

(1909)

.J YA NATION IN ARMS™ AT THE

SAVOY THEATRE.
ey

Yesterday's performance by Miss Flora Campbell-

.| Potterson's company of Mr. B. §. Townroe's, play

A Nation in Arms was maked by a considerable
amount of patrictism in various parts of the Savoy
Thentre. There was stage potrictism on the stage,

| puteiotic tones and brazen instroments of music

in the ovchestra, patriotism rather languidly applaud-
ing with kid gloves in the stalls, and sbrill-voiced,
eager-cyed Boy Scout patriotism in the) gallery.
And o one of the boxes there wag Lord Roberts,
the soldierly feld-marshal whe would fain see the
manhond of this country prove that there is something

 (real im is talk of patriotism by, the testimony of
| porsonal service,

~ Mr. Townroo's play is frankly propagandist. The
interesting fact about it is thot b was written with the

dc:'sign of attracting the men of Laneashire and York-
. | shire to the subjeet of univorssl service, and that it so
‘| far suceceded in its mission that they are now far

more interested in the question of their shave in the

: defence of their country than uzed to bo the ease,
[ | Apparently they like their patriotism flavoured with
meledrama and comie relief, some of which has the | |

vffect of making the experience of o foreign invasion
and the conquest of England appear a less terrible
affair than it would be in renliby. Bub the Boy Sconis
ab ail eventa followed the play, in spite of its limita-
tlons, with the hoartiest enthusinsm. They were o
model goallery andience, and eheored every referepnce
to the soldierly duties of the true patrind to the echo,

.| Beyond them thers were unforbunately nob meny
- | possible defonders of the country in the house, so that
- | no great accession to the strenglh of the Territoriols
'| 5 to bo expected as the result of the performanee.
.| But whenover it could count upon o more masculine

auodience the play might doubtless do useful regruit-

.| ing work. .

e P e i P e e B L e D, 0 R B BT

Produced on behalf of the National
Service League as a counter to An
Englishman’s Home

It stressed the importance of regular
service in the army rather than
relying on the Territorial Army.

“A NATION IN ARMS” AT THE SAVOY THEATRE.
Yesterday’s performance by Miss Flora Campbell-
Patterson’s Company of Mr. B. S. Townroe’s play
Nation in Arms was marked by a considerable
amount of patriotism in various parts of the Savoy
Theatre. There was stage patriotism on the stage,
patriotic tunes and brazen instruments of music in
the orchestra, patriotism rather languidly
applauding with kid gloves in the stalls, and shrill-
voiced, eager-eyed Boy Scout patriotism in the
gallery.And in one of the boxes there was Lord
Roberts, the soldierly field-marshal who would fain
see the manhood of this country prove that there is
something real in its talk of patriotism by the
testimony of personal service.

The Times Friday, Jul 26, 1912




Nqﬁonql Service m The National Service League

was a British pressure group
I.eogue founded in February 1902 to
alert the country to the
inadequacy of the British Army
to fight a major war and to
propose the solution of national
service.




And Musical Hall -

Macdermott's
War Song
(aka. By Jingo)
by G.W. Hunt
(1818)

Often erroneously attributed
to the Boer War it actually
originated from concerns
regarding Russia’s intentions
towards Turkey

Note: It became popular
again during WW1 - with
words appropriate to fighting
Germany - the Russian Bear
being replaced by the
German Eagle

The "Dogs of War" are loose and the
rugged Russian Bear,

All bent on blood and robbery has crawled
out of his lair...

It seems a thrashing now and then, will
never help to tame...

That brute, and so he's out upon the "same
old game"...

The Lion did his best... to find him some
excuse...

To crawl back to his den again. All efforts
were no use...

He hunger'd for his victim. He's pleased
when blood is shed...

But let us hope his crimes may all recoil on
his own head...

Chorus:

We don't want to fight but by jingo if
we do...

We've got the ships, we've got the
men, and got the money too!

We've fought the Bear before... and
while we're Britons true,

The Russians shall not have
Constantinople...



And Cinema -

The Airship
Destroyer
(1909)

A 35mm B&W Silent Film

The Airship Destroyer can be
classed as part of the invasion
scare stories so popular at the
time and includes the futuristic
menace of aerial warfare.

In many ways, it can be
described as a science-fiction
film, using as it does futuristic
inventions such as guided
missiles.

The film was re-released in
January 19185, reflecting the
then very real fear of aerial
attacks from Zeppelins. Indeed,
Yarmouth and King's Lynn were
bombed in the same month,
and London was to experience
raids in May 1915.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kduzyasEWTQ

Invasion Literature was not just a British
phenomenon ......

“La Caricature DET EROFRADE [ANDET

LA GUERRE AU VINGTIEME SIEGLE =
. - -

Literatura

:(
' {

Eca de Queirds
A Catdstrofe

Conto




Sometimes Life imitates Art

m Dogger Bank Incident

— In October 1904 the Russian Navy attacked a fleet of British
trawlers in the North Sea mistaking them for Japanese warships

meln.'" [

[T

8.7, “Moul

russian Oufrage, Damaged Jrawler,




Sometimes Life imitates Art

m On a number of occasions English yachtsmen were arrested as
“spies” in Germany (1910-12)

pa. J
[FCANEILE
| 18

peve.

102,000

A PrESS

:' THE SANDS.

OPENING DAY OF THE
M GREAT “SPY"
CASE,

e | ANMAZING CANDOUR CF|;
i THE TWO BRITISH

OFFICERS.

DETAILED ACOTFUNT.

“THE WHOLE TRUTH®

NO ATTEMPT TO HIDE|,
THEIR ORJECT.

otsin “Teench, whi _ewikes Grisian]
bty P

The Daily Mirror

THE MORNING JOURNAL WITH THE SECOND LARCEST NET SALE,

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1913

PHOTOGRAPHS ON

WHICH THE GERMANS FOUNDED A CHARGE OF ESPIONAGE:
HARMLESS SNAPSHOTS BY DR. STONE, ONE OF THE RELEASED *“SPIES,”

The Daily Mirror

THE MORNING JOURNAL WITH THE SECOND LARGEST NET SALE

SATURDAY, One Halipenar,

TEMBER 3, 1811

No. 2469, roriake

ATTACK OF NERVES: ENGLISH ARMY OFFICER
ARRESTED AS A SPY AT EMDEN,

GERMANY'S




Fact can be Stranger than
Fiction

The Fenian Submarine

The Fenian Ram was an early submarine developed by
John Holland in the United States for the Fenian
Brotherhood for use by the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

It completed sea trials

However, a funding dispute broke out between the Fenian
Brotherhood and the IRB

The IRB stole the submarine and took it to New Haven,
Connecticut, but discovered that no one knew how to
operate it. Holland refused to help. Unable to use or sell the
boat, the Brotherhood had the Ram hauled into a shed on
the Mill River.

In 1916, the Fenian Ram was exhibited in Madison Square
Garden to raise funds for victims of the Easter Rising.



A Ride to Khiva Fact can exceed Fiction

(18176) & On

Horseback through A real-life ‘Kim’ - Fred Burnaby

Asia Minor (1877) by
Fred Burnaby

It is 1875, the time of the ‘Great Game’,
when the British and Russian Empires
are vying for power in central Asia.

m A British officer rides for Khiva, a
Russian city closed to European
travellers. He is on a dangerous mission,
to learn if Russia plans to invade India,
the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the British
Empire. It might be the plot of a Rudyard
Kipling novel; instead it is the true story
of Captain Frederick Burnaby (1842-85).

m On Horseback Through Asia Minor
details how Burnaby set off in the winter
of 1876, convinced he could once again
outwit the Czar’s secret police.




Summary

m Invasion Literature was
a significant literary
genre that is now all but
forgotten

m It was used to alert or
shame government into
action on security

m Had a very real effect
on British government

policy on spying

m [t reflected changing
concerns about:

Britain’s enemies
The invincibility of
the British Navy
Lack of conscription
in Britain

New weapons and
types of warfare
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